CUHK, July 24, 2000

Hi Gavin

This will probably be the last letter from the old address. And the last email to from here as well. I got your email last week at the new address. Thanks. And thanks for the ‘awesome family’ comment. That is indeed rather flattering. I would like to think that I am an ‘awesome’ father but I all too aware of my weaknesses (and probably not aware of other I have). I am pretty proud of you too even though you have done some things in the past that have annoyed or upset me.

Anyway, by now you will be on ‘float’. I keep trying to imagine where you might be – somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean I guess. I hope you are not subject to seasickness! It is not a nice experience. I can remember many years ago when I was returning to HK from the east coast of Russia via Japan in a very small Russian liner. We were trying to dodge two typhoons and it was very rough. I felt green but wasn’t sick probably because my cabin – the cheapest! – was near the bottom of the ship where the movement is less pronounced. But I can also remember looking out the porthole and half the time seeing the sky and the other half looking under water as they ship rolled.

All the stuff in the flat here is almost ready for moving next weekend. The flat looks very bare. Most rooms, including your, are completely empty now. My office too is almost empty. Monday 31st July is the last day in the flat and the office.

Mummy and Nadine went to the US about 10 days ago. However, Mummy is coming back to HK today. She has still not moved a lot of stuff from the flat and will be doing that.

The Tri-nations Rugby tournament is underway now. The first test (I think) was between NZ and Australia at the new Olympic Stadium in Sydney. A world record crowd for a Rugby game of nearly 110 000. Must have been a fantastic game with many commentators saying it could be the greatest game of Rugby ever. All Blacks up by 24-0 after just 6 minutes! (Apparently a lot of people went to buy food and drink at this ‘warm up’ time and so missed the 3 tries.) Australia clawed back to make it 24-24 at half-time. In the second half, the game see-sawed with Australia scoring in the last 2 minutes to take a 35-34 lead. Then in injury time, Jonah, in one of his best runs, scored to make the final score 39-35.

The Marines have been in the news recently but not for the right reasons. One Marine caused trouble in Okinawa where the G-8 summit has just finished. President Clinton apologised to Japan because of the man’s actions.

The poor old Chief Executive here has been getting into hot water. A pollster at HK University revealed that he was pressured into stopping carrying out polls of the Chief Executive’s popularity as they were not very favourable to him! This pressure came not from the Chief Executive himself, but from an aid who must have said something to the Vice Chancellor who summoned the pollster and made comments to him. Apparently this same aid also tried to put pressure onto the VC here to not re-appoint someone to some committee because he has been critical of the establishment. He also tried to persuade pollsters here to change the way they carried out polls of the government and Chief Executive. 

A group which will select the hosts for the 2006 Asian Games was here last week looking at facilities and plans as part of HK’s bid. Competing against Kuala Lumpur, New Delhi and another place (I can’t remember where). If HK gets it, it will cost the taxpayer about $2 billion! Many think this should really be spent promoting sport at the lowest levels rather than putting on a show such as the games.

A (Chinese) lady from the US who is a Fa Lung Gung (?sp) member was denied entry into HK. She went on a hunger strike at the airport for many days even though she is pregnant. At first I, like others, thought she was denied entry because of her religious beliefs (China is cracking down on this sect). But is turned out she is a China passport holder and needs a HK visa – and she didn’t have one! 

About half-way through August, I will go to Singapore. The publishers want me there for the promotion of the Singapore Science book. 

Can’t think of anything else to say. I have not written anything in my diary for weeks. Too busy (plus perhaps a little too lazy!).

Cheers

Dad
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